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1. H E R E has lately appeared, (as you can 
| not be ignorant) a Set of Men preaching 


up and down in ſeveral Parts of this King- 
dom, who for ten or twelve Years have been known 
in England, by the Title of Methodifts. The Vulgar 
in Ireland, term them Swwadlers : A Name firſt given 
them in Dullin, from one of them preaching on thoſe 
Words, Ye ſhall find the young child wrapt in Swad- 
ling Cloths, lying in a Manger. 8 
2. Extremely various have been the Reports concern- 
ing them. Some Perſons have ſpoken favourably: 
But the generality of Men treat in a different 
Manner, with utter Contempt, if not Deteſtation: And 
relate abundance of things, in order to prove that they 
are not fit to live upon the Earth. 

3. A Queſtion then which you may naturally aſk is 
this: In what manner ought a Man of Religion, a 
Man of Reaſon, a Lover of Mankind, and a Lover of 
his Country to act on this Occaſion ?. . + : 

4. Before we ean properly anſwer this, it ſhould be 
inquired, concerning the Perſons in Queſtion, What 
they are? What they teach? And what are the Effects 
which are generally obſerved to attend their Teaching ? 

5. It ſhould firft be inquired, What they. are.? 

in order to a ſpeedy Determination of this, we may 
| ſet aſide whatever will aquſit i Diſpute (as, whe- 
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waving all this, one Point is indiſputable: It is allow- 
ed on Sn hands, They are men who ſpend all their 
Time and Strength, in teaching thoſe Doctrines, the 
Nature and Conſequences whereof are deſcribed in the 
following Pages. 

6. The Doctrines they conſtantly teach are theſe : 
That Religion does, not conſiſt in Negatives only, in 
not taking the Name of.Gop in vain, in not robbing 
or , murdering our Neighbour, in bare abſtaining from 
Evil of any or every Kind, but is a real, pe is ah 
hang: That it does not conſiſt in External; only, in 
attending the Church and Sacrament, (altho' all theſe 
Things they approve and recommend) in uſing all the 
Means of Grace, or in Works of Charity, (common- 
Iy fo called) ſuperadded to Works of Piety.: But 
that it is — pes ſtrictly, a Principle within, ſeat- 
ed in the inmoſt Soul, and thence mamfeſting itſelf by 
theſe outward Fruits, on all ſuitable Occahons: - . 
7. They infiſt, That nothing deſerves the Name of 
Religion, but a virtuous Heart, producing a virtuous 
Life : A Complication of Juſtice, Mercy and Truth, 
of every right and amiable Temper, beaming forth 
from the deepeſt Receſſes of the Mind, in a Series of 
be and generous Actions. FP 
oe os: jus faſy; anime, ſand; receſſus 

entis, & incoctum genero/o pettus baneſio. - E 
92 Theſe are their — Doctrines. is true, 
they occaſionally touch on abundance of other Things. 
Thus they frequently maintain, That there is an inſepa - 
rable Connexion between Virtue and Happineſs: That 
none but a Virtuous, (or as they uſually expreſs it, a 
Religious) Man can be happy : And that every Man 


is happy in the ſame Proportion as he is truly Reli- 


gious: Seeing a;contented Mind (according to them) 
a chearful, thankful, joyous Acquieſcence, in every 
Diſpoſal of that Sovereign Wiſdom, who governs both 


Heaven and Earth, if it be not an eſſential Branch of | 


Religion, is, at leaſt, a neceſſary Conſequence of it, 


all proper they ſtrongly recommend, on 
eg one hand, the moſt e of our Country, 


on 
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on the other the firmeſt Loyalty to our Prince, abſtrac- 
ted from all Views of private Intereſt; 'They likewiſe 
take every Opportunity of inforcing the abſolute Ne- 
ceffity of Sobriety and Temperance ; of unwearied In- 
duſtry in the Works of our Calling; of moral Honeſ- 
ty in all its Branches, and particularly in the Diſ- 
charge of all Relative Duties, without which (they 
ſay) Religion is vain. But all theſe they recommentl 
on that one, fingle Ground, The Love of God and of 
all Mankind : Decliring® em to be of no avail, if they 
do not ſpring from this Love, as well as terminate and 
center therein. 

9. Whoever is at the Pains of hearing theſe Preach- 
ers, or of Reading what they have wrote, wich any 
degree of Attention and Impartiality, muſt perceive, 
That theſe are their Doctrines. And it is equally eaſy 
to diſcern, What the Effects of their Preaching have 


been. Theſe Doctrines they ſpread wherever they 


come. They convince many in every Place, That Re- 
ion. does not confiſt (as they imagined once) either in 

egatives or Externals, in barely doing no harm or even 
Ong Good, but in the Tempers of the Heart: 

In right Diſpoſitions of Mind „re capes. 1 ng 
provucng right Words and Actions. 

10. And theſe Dif) — "Med vial br 
leſs, the continual Conſequence of their Presching: 
(That is, if we may know the Tree by its Fruit; which 
is doubtleſs the moſt rational way of judging). The 
Lives of many who - conſtantly attend it ſhew, That 
God has wrought a real Change in their Heart : And 
nar, 2 e of Love to God and Mun, ef. 

$$ m take root therein; 7 7 (gt 
thoſe who oo before of quite the oppo- 
fite Temper are now — s, diſintereſted Lovers of 
their Country; and faithfal; Joyal Sabfects to their 
Prince, his ſacred Majeſty King Geor They are now 
ſober and temperate in all Things,  punually honeſt 
in all their They are ſtrict in every ea 
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and thankful to God and Man. 
glaring, undeniable FaQs, whereof | 


' Theſe are plain, 
at. the trouble to take them, 
numerous Affidavits may be made, in Dublin, 12100 
Limerick, and many other Places. 


But if theſe Things are fo, it is eaſy to conceive, in 


what manner every Man of R every Man of 
Reaſon, every Lover of Mankind, every Lover of his 
Country, ought to act on this Occafion. 


12. For, Firſt, ou every Man if Religion, 


1 — praiſe: God, . who 
after ſo long a Night of Ignorance and Error, had 


' overſpread our Country, has pour'd Light on ſo many 


of thoſe that ſat in Darkneſs and the ſhadow of Death? 


"Has ſhewn ſuch Numbers even of ' the. loweſt and moſt 

_ of Men, wherein True Religion lies : Has 

* 1 them both to lay the right Foundation, and 10 

d the whole Fabrick ther.on : Has convinced them, 
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vancement of ſolid, rational Virtue? In the Propagati- 
on, not of this or that Set of Opinions, but of genuine, 
-Pure Morality ? Of diſintereſted Benevolence, of ten- 


cer Affections, to the whole of Human Race? Ought 
you not to be glad, That there are any Inſtruments 


found, till others appear who are more equal t6.the Taſk, 


whoſe one Employment it is (from whatever Motive) to 


diffuſe Generous Honeſty throughout the Land, ? '- \ 


15. Allow that in doing this they have ſome. Particu- 


larities of Opinion (for humanum eft errare & neſcire) or 
ſome little, odd Cuſtoms, which you do not conceive to 


be grounded upon ſtrict Reaſon. Yet ſo long as neither 
thoſe Cuſtoms nor thoſe Opinions, prevent the Advance- 


ment of that great End; ought you not as a Reaſonable 


Man, to rejoice in the Increaſe of ſolid Virtue ? Eſpe- 
cially when you conſider, that they do not impoſe their 
own Opinions on other Men ; That (whatever they are) 
they think and let think, and condemn no Man barely - 


for his Opinion : Neither blame you for not regarding 


thoſe little Prudential Rules, whach many obſerve by 


their own full and free Conſent. 


: 16. Ought not every Lover Mantina, to have ſome- 
thing more than a common Regard, for thoſe who both 
labour and ſuffer 
Love in every Place? And to remove every Method of 
n 
ught 


in order to promote that 


not you who are truly Moral Men, (a lovely and 


venerable Character) to have ſome value for thoſe who 
ſpend and are ſpent, to advance genuine Morality ? Who 
ſpare no Pains, if by any Means they may induce any 
of their Countrymen, in any part of the Nation, to 
practiſe Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth, in all their Inter- 
courſe with each other? To behave in every Circum- 
ance and Relation, aceording to thoſe Eternal Rules: 


Invariably obſerving the Royal Law, Thou Halt lowe 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf : And, Whatfoever ye would. 


. that Men hhould do unto you, even ſo do unto them. 


17. If you are a Lover of Mankind, muſt you not 


for 
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for this very thing, becauſe they do Good to Mankind, 

looking for no Reward on this ſide Heaven? As to the 
idle Tale of their laying up Treaſures on Earth, it nei- 
ther agrees with Fact nor Reaſon. Not with Fact; for 


it is notorious, that thoſe who before piqued themſelues, 


on owing qr ng) any Thing, wy wy fears in lars | 
er Sums, than humanly: ſpeaking, they can ever pay. 
ot with Reaſon ; rigs Riches "had been their 4 


| would have ſought out the Rich, not the Poor: 
Not the Tinners in Cormwall, the Colliers of Kingſwood, 
the Keelmen in Newcaſtle upon Tyne. At the ſame time 


they ſhew'd they were not afraid or aſhamed, to appear 
before the greateſt or wiſeſt of Men: Witneſs their ap- 
pearing; in the moſt publick Manner, both at Dublin, 
Briſtol, Oxford, and Ele. ie Opt 


18. Ought not every Lover of his Country, not only 
to oppoſe, but to aſſiſt with all the Power and Inte- 
reſt 1 thoſe who continually, and not without 
Succeſs, recommend the Love of our Country? And 
what is ſo cloſely connected therewith, Duty and Loyal - 
ty to the beſt of Princes? * you not to forward, ſo 
ſar as ever your Influence will go, Sobriety and Tem- 

rance among your Countrymen? What can be more 

or the Intereſt of this poor Nation, and for the Good of 

all, whether Rich or Poor? Vou do well to promote that 
excellent Deſign, of ſpreading the Linnen Manufacture 
among us, None can doubt but this is admirably well 
calculated, for the Good of the whole Kingdom. But 
are not Temperance and Honeſty ſtill more conducive 
to the Good of this and of every Kingdom? Nay, 
and how directly conducive are e Virtues, 
to that very End, The Flouriſhing of our Manufac- 
tures ? CE 

19. And what can conduce more to the General Good, 
of all the Inhabitants of this Land, than Induſtry join- 
ed to Content? To Peace with God, Peace with your-.. 
ſelves, Peace with one another? O how needful in this 
above all Lands! For what a Stranger has it been in 

our 
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our Coaſts ? Ye Men of tre/and, help ! Come all, as 
one Man, all Men of Religion and Reaſon, all Lovers 
of God and of Mankind, all Lovers of your Country. 
O ſuffer not yourſelves to be thus groſly abuſed, thus 
miſerably impoſed upon any longer. Open your Eyes: 
Look around and judge for yourſelves : See plain, un- 
deniable Facis. Be convinced by the Force of 
Truth and Love; that the Work is indeed of Gop. 
Rejoice in'the - Good of your Country, in Peace of 
Good-will continually advanced among Men. Beware 
you do not oppoſe, or ſpeak or think Evil, of what 
Gov hath done in the Earth. Rather, each in the 
Station wherein he is placed, join Hearts and Hands 
in the Work, till Holineſs and Happineſs cover our 

Land, as the Waters cover the Sea. BY 


Dublin. Fuly © 
Sth, 1749. 
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